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Annual  Report 

for  No.  2 Area  for  1963 

comprising  : — 

Axminster  Rural,  Honiton  Borough,  Honiton  Rural, 
Ottery  St.  Mary  Ur.ban  and  Seaton  Urban. 

Dr.  R.  C.  MacLeod,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


This  is  the  7th  Annual  Report  I have  presented.  I shall,  as  in 
previous  years,  comment  on  services  provided  in  the  area  by  the 

County  Council  as  well  as  on  those  provided  by  the  District 

Councils. 

Infecdoua  Disease. 

Compared  with  1962  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  fell  considerably  due  entirely  to  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  measles. 

1963 

Ottery  St. 

Axminster  Honiton  Honiton  Mary  Seaton 

Rural  Borough  Rural  Urban  Urban  Total 


Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

13 

3 

0 

0 

22 

Measles 

...  37 

44 

39 

96 

0 

216 

Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(respiratory) 

Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

(non-respiratory) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

Meningococcal 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

neonatorum 

Puerperal 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

pyrexia  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

11 

8 

0 

1 

22 

Food  poisoning  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

71 

51 

98 

2 

274 

Diphtheria. 

Once  again  no  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year.  It 
is  essential,  however,  that  immunisation  against  this  disease  should 
continue  and  all  parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are 
immunised. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene. 

Many  visits  to  food  handling  premises  were  made  during  the 
year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  is  becoming  more  con- 
scious of  the  neciessity  for  food  hygiene  and  this  aids  us  very 
much  in  our  task.  The  standard  continues  to  rise  but  vigilance 
is  required  at  all  times. 

Inununisation. 

The  system  whereby  with  the  co-operation  of  the  County 
Medical  Department,  immunisation  figures  for  the  five  districts 
covered  by  this  report  can  be  compiled  separately  from  those  of  the 
County  as  a whole,  has  been  continued.  The  numbers  inoculated 


are  shown  below  : — 

Primary 

Booster  Total 

Smallpox 

...  194 

83 

277 

Triple*  

...  586 

(3  incomplete)!  ••• 

185 

771 

Diphtheria-T  etanus 

1 

4 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Tetanus  

...  78 

(2  incomplete)! 

52 

130 

•Combined  Diphtheria, 

860 

Whooping 

Cough  and  Tetanus 

325 

vaccines. 

1185 

tMost  of  these  will  be  completed  in  1964. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

Nine  cases  were  notified.  As  I stated  previously  small  num- 
bers of  cases  must  be  expected  to  occur  over  the  next  few  years. 
Final  elimination  of  the  disease  may  present  special  problems. 

At  present  all  children  in  Primary  Schools  are  Heaf  tested  (a 
simple  skin  test)  to  see  whether  they  have  been  exposed  to  the 
infection.  Those  who  are  shown  to  have  been  so  exposed  are 
X-rayed  together  with  their  families  as  a precautionary  measure. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  all  middle  aged  and  older 
persons  in  this  country  have  been  exposed  to  this  infection  at  one 
time  or  another  and  all  but  a few  have  overcome  it  without 
developing  the  disease.  The  discovery  of  children  with  a positive 
skin  test  many  however  lead  us  to  undetected  cases. 

Children  in  Senior  Schools,  including  private  schools,  are  also 
Heaf  tested  and  if  negative,  are  offered  B.C.G.,  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis.  Tliis  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  me  throughout 
the  six  districts  of  my  area. 


2 


Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus  was 
20,  2 more  than  last  year,  yet  the  total  number  of  cancer  deaths 
shows  no  definite  upward  trend.  There  were  6 deaths  where 
cancer  was  a factor  though  not  the  main  cause  of  death. 


Lungs  and  Bronchus.  All  types  including  Lungs  and  Bronchus. 


1957  1958  1959 

1960  1961  1962  1963 

1957  1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Axminster  Rural.  Population  14,590 
5 9 8 6 4 9 13 

36 

36 

32 

36 

41 

44 

42 

Honiton  Borough.  Population  4,640- 
0 2 2 0 2 1 1 

13 

11 

12 

8 

8 

5 

11 

Honiton  Rural. 

1 1 1 

Population  7,020 — 

3 2 3 0 

9 

17 

17 

14 

16 

16 

10 

Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban.  Population 
12  2 1113 

4,130— 

3 

16 

12 

12 

10 

14 

12 

Seaton  Urban. 

1 1 2 

Population  3,540 — 

2 3 4 3 

8 

7 

16 

9 

14 

16 

10 

8 15  15 

12  12  18  20 

69 

87 

89 

79 

89 

95 

85 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

No  action  was  required  under  this  section. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  in  Seaton,  Honiton,  Axminster 
and  Ottery  St.  Mary  continued  to  be  much  needed  and  much 
appreciated.  1,359  meals  were  served  in  the  Honiton  area,  1,425 
in  the  Seaton  area,  930  in  the  Axminster  area  and  1276  in  the 
Ottery  St.  Mary  area. 

During  the  year  the  full-time  Chiropodist  held  clinics  at 
Honiton,  Seaton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Beer,  Branscombe,  Colyton  and 
Axminster. 

Fluoridation. 

A great  deal  can  be  done  by  parents  to  improve  the 
health  of  their  children’s  teeth.  The  rationing  of  sweets,  the 
cleaning  of  teeth  after  every  meal,  even  swilling  out  the  mouth 
with  water  after  a meal  all  help  quite  considerably  to  prevent 
dental  decay.  The  use  of  fruit  in  place  of  biscuits  for  snacks  is 
also  important.  As  with  all  preventive  medicine  the  number  of 
persons  prepared  to  take  even  simple  measures  and  persevere 
with  them  over  a period  of  years  is  limited.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  was  proposed.  Fluoride  is  not 
the  only  component  of  the  diet  which  may  have  to  be  adjusted, 
recent  studies  have  shown  that  a certain  amount  of  molybdenum 
is  also  necessary  for  healthy  teeth. 

Traces  of  elements  such  as  this  may  be  added  to  the  diet  by 
adjusting  their  levels  in  soils  where  they  are  deficient  or  absent 
which  will  ensure  that  they  are  present  in  crops  and  stock. 
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It  is  a great  pity  that  so  much  time,  money  and  effort  have 
been  expended  in  opposing  fluoridation.  Such  effort  exerted  in  a 
positive  rather  than  a negative  way  might  have  achieved  something 
worthwhile. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  three  hospitals  in  the  area  : — 

(1)  AXMINSTER  : Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

15  beds  for  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  including 
one  private  and  one  amenity  bed. 

(2)  HONITON  : Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

153  beds  in  all.  104  chronic  sick,  26  welfare,  7 maternity 
and  16  acute  medical  and  minor  surgical. 

(3)  OTTERY  ST.  MARY  : Accommodation  is  as  follows  ; — 
23  beds  in  all.  19  general  medical  and  minor  surgical, 
and  4 chronic  sick. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  from  the  area  go  to  Whipton 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  Resident  Physician  and  his  staff  have  been 
most  helpful  at  all  times. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  Exeter  and  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  close. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Axminster,  Millwey  Rise, 
Colyton,  Honiton,  Seaton  and  Ottery  St.  Mary.  The  number  of 
sessions  held  and  the  attendances  were  as  follow  ; — 

Axminster 

Number  of  sessions  held — 21. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — -182. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 116. 

Millwey  Rise. 

Number  of  sessions  held — 17. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 69. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 61. 

Colyton 

Number  of  sessions  held — 24. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 18. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 23. 

Honiton 

Number  of  sessions  held — 39. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 584. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 280. 

Seaton 

Number  of  sessions  held — 23. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 23. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 22. 
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Ottery  St.  Mary 

Number  of  sessions  held — 24. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 490. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 280. 

Water  Supplies. 

East  Devon  Water  Board. 

Very  substantial  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Wilmington 
Rural  Development  Scheme.  The  modernised  treatment  plant  and 
pumping  station  at  Wilmington  and  the  new  reservoirs  at  Wid- 
worthy  and  Ridge  Cross  have  all  been  brought  into  full  use  and 
the  mains  extended  to  serve  Northleigh,  Southleigh  and  the  high 
area  along  Stockland  Hill. 

Further  mainlaying  is  now  nearing  completion  which  will 
enable  a supply  from  Ridge  Cross  reservoir  to  be  extended  to 
serve  Yarcombe  and  Marsh.  From  Widworthy  reservoir,  mains 
have  been  laid  southwards  as  far  as  Colyton  and  Colyford.  Thus, 
mains  water  supply  is  being  taken  to  areas  that  were  previously 
entirely  dependent  on  local  small  sources,  some  of  which  are 
affected  by  surface  water  after  heavy  rainfall. 

The  progress  on  this  scheme  has  enabled  the  Board  to  abandon 
the  use  of  their  sources  at  Upottery,  Northleigh,  Southleigh  and 
Colyford,  but  new  large  sources  of  supply  must  be  found  to  serve 
the  continuing  increase  in  needs  of  the  area.  Therefore,  a pro- 
gramme of  borehole  development  has  been  going  ahead  in  the 
Otter  Valley  and  further  major  works  are  to  be  carried  out  near 
Tipton  St.  John. 

The  existing  sources  of  supply  are  being  improved  and 
protective  works  have  been  carried  out  at  Couchill,  Beer  and  at 
the  Wilmington  spring  source. 

During  the  arctic  weather  conditions  of  January  and  February, 
water  had  to  be  carted  to  many  outlying  areas  and  a supply  was 
restored  to  over  a thousand  homes  by  electrical  de-freezing,  an 
expensive  but  necessary  measure,  undertaken  as  a free  service  by 
the  Board,  when  service  pipes  had  been  frozen  up  for  several 
weeks. 

The  result  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  495  samples 
of  treated  water  show  the  effect  of  the  many  improvements  that 
have  been  made  at  the  sources  of  supply  and  the  special  attention 
given  to  the  maintenance  of  the  chlorine  residual  in  the  water 
supply. 
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Outworkers. 

Under  the  provisions  relating  to  the  Outworkers  in  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  necessary  for  Councils  in  whose  areas 
there  are  factories  or  other  establishments  employing  outworkers 
to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  where  the 
outworkers  live  of  the  fact  of  their  employment. 

The  number  of  Outworkers  seems  to  be  declining.  No  problem 
has  arisen  in  connection  with  such  employment  during  the  year. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  examined  1,300  people . 
throughout  the  year  and  a list  of  the  conditions  discovered  is  given 
below  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Requiring  treatment  ...  1 

Requiring  observation 0 

Healed  cases  ...  ...  3 

Sarcoidosis  1 

Acquired  Cardio-vascular  disease 2 

Congenital  Cardio-vascular  disease  ...  ...  0 

Diaphragmatic  abnormality  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 6 

Bronchiectasis  ...  0 

Thyroid  enlargement 1 

Lymphadenopathy  ...  ...  ...  0 

Bony  abnormality  ...  3 

Carcinoma  of  Bronchus  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Camping  and  Caravanning. 

Our  licensed  sites  have  given  little  trouble  but  the  District 
Councils  cannot  be  happy  about  some  of  the  sites  occupied  by 
exempted  organisations.  Once  again  I must  stress  the  need  for 
transit  sites  on  the  Roads  entering  Devon  from  the  East. 


R.  C.  MacLeod, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area  ...  52,135  acres 

Population  ...  ...  14,590 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  14 

Rateable  Value  ...  £490,588 

Penny  Rate  produces  ...  ...  ...  £2,007 

General  Rate  levied  ...  8/lOd. 

Deaths 

1962 —  79  males,  100  females  ...  ...  179 

1963— 99  males,  109  females ...  208 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  14.2 

Comparability  factor ...  0.8 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ...  10.8 

Live  Births 

1962 —  86  males,  95  females 181 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 

included  in  the  above  total  of  ...  ...  ...  181 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  5.5 

1963 —  95  males,  80  females  ...  ...  175 

1 1 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  11.9 

Comparability  factor 1.3 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  15.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  6.3 

Still  Births 

1962 —  3 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 3 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  184 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 16.3 

1963 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  176 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  5.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1962 —  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 5.5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  5.8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 17.1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  18.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of 

age 

1962 — 1 death  was  registered 

1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5.5 

Maternal  deaths  

Nil 

1963 — 3 deaths  were  registered  

3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

• • • 

17.1 

Maternal  deaths 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of 

age 

1962 — 1 death  was  registered 

• • * 

• • • 

1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  births 

5.5 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  

... 

21.7 

1963 — 3 deaths  were  registered 

3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live 

births 

17.1 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate 

... 

... 

22.7 

Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

1962 

1963 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

0 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

. . . 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

23 

19 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

41 

50 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

26 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

5 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

25 

19 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

10 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

6 

4 

Bronchitis  

3 

6 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

0 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

. . 

2 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  

3 

0 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

7 

20 

Motor  accidents  

0 

0 

All  other  accidents  

4 

7 

Suicide 

0 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supplies. 

The  usual  sources  of  supply  at  Chardstock,  Yawl,  Uplyme, 
Rousdon,  Kilmington,  Beer,  Raymond’s  Hill,  Colyford  and  Dal- 
wood  all  under  the  control  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  have 
been  sampled  and  examined  and  in  all  cases  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  following  private  water  undertakings  were  also  examined 
and  samples  taken  with  the  following  results ; — 

Axmouth  (Stedcombe  Estate)  Supply  ...  Class  1. 

Combpyne  Supply.  This  supply  has  maintained  a reasonable 
standard,  occasionally  falling  to  Class  4,  but  on  average  has 
remained  a reasonable  supply  for  an  un-chlorinated  water. 

Colyton  (Feoffees)  Supply.  A chlorinating  plant  was  installed 
during  the  year  and  further  measures  have  been  recommended. 

Farm  Water  Supplies.  Where  domestic  use  was  asked  for  in 
the  course  of  obtaining  grant  aid,  samples  were  taken  and  approval 
given  when  found  satisfactory. 

Private  Supplies.  Those  samples  taken  were  at  sources  where 
the  water  was  regarded  as  being  of  doubtful  purity  and  might  be 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  users.  A small  amount  of  chemical 
sampling  was  done  (on  medical  grounds)  to  ascertain  the  action 
of  the  private  supply  on  the  piping  within  the  house  concerned. 
This  resulted  in  the  private  supply  being  rejected. 


Sewerage. 

Late  in  the  year  work  started  on  the  Axminster  works  and 
will  take  about  three  years  to  complete.  This  capacity  is  badly 
needed  to  deal  with  sewerage  problems  already  present.  In  par- 
ticular drainage  problems  are  becoming  most  prevalent  in  the 
Raymond’s  Hill,  All  Saints  and  Smallridge  areas,  mainly  due  to 
the  sub-soil  being  unsatisfactory  for  sub-soil  dispersal  drainage. 
The  improvements  to  the  sewer  outfall  at  Beer  have  been 
completed. 

Preliminary  schemes  for  Dalwood,  Membury  and  Rousdon 
are  well  advanced  and  should  be  brought  to  fruition  as  soon  as 
possible.  Individual  drainage  problems  for  small  houses  still 
remain  neglected  and  the  practical  installations  show  lack  of 
imagination  and  appreciation  of  the  drainage  problems  on  the  site. 
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General  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Water  supply  ...  

Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

Caravans 

Litter  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Factories  and  Workshops 
Public  Conveniences  ... 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  

Refuse  Disposal  ...  

Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act) 
Noise 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  

Petroleum — inspections  and  visits  ...  

Explosives — visits  ...  

Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  

Under  Housing  Acts — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ... 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ... 

Filthy  or  Verminous  premises — 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

Inspection  of  Meat — 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse 
Total  Meat  Inspection  visits  ... 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  

Visits  in  connection  with  water  sampling  ... 

Visits — condemnation  of  food  ...  


6 

69 

13 

20 

4 

29 
2 

49 

113 

« 

1 

30 
12 

5 


1 


37 

24 


1 


1 

157 

2 

52 

25 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963. 

Slaughtering  continued  at  Axminster.  The  new  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  have  been  fully  implemented.  Maximum  charges  for 
Meat  Inspection  have  been  agreed,  100%  inspection  is  carried  otit 
and  all  meat  stamped  as  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  par^ : 

Sheep 

Cattle  Calves  & Lambs  IMrs 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  235  1 962 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 

condemned  ...  ...  ...  7 — 4 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis  ...  3%  — 4% 
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Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — — — • — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 

condemned  ...  ...  ...  — — — — 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  ...  — — — — 

Cysticercosis  ...  — — — — 

Also  during  the  year  the  following  was  condemned  : 

Tinned  Meat  831b.  13oz.,  Tinned  Fish  7|oz.,  Tinned  Vegetables 
111b.  5oz.,  Cooked  Meat  381b.  8oz.,  Chilled  Fish  71b.,  Frozen 
Vegetables  2401b.,  Fresh  Meat  2381b.,  Fresh  Fish  3 st..  Other  Foods 
301b.,  Tinned  Fruit  161b.  4|oz.,  Golden  Peach  Pulp  64  kilo. 

Poultry  Dressing  and  Packing  Station  at  Chardstock. 

Supervision  of  these  premises  continued  throughout  the  year. 


>d  and  Drugs  Act. 

Number  of  Food  Premises — 

Type 

Number  in 

Number  of 

(a)  Bakers  

Area 

9 

Inspections 

(b)  Beach  Stalls  ...  

4 

4 

(c)  Butchers 

11 

6 

(d)  Canteens  (works  and  school) 

22 

— 

(e)  Clubs,  licensed  premises,  hotels 

45 

— 

(f)  Confectioners 

10 

— 

(g)  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

5 

1 

(h)  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

5 

4 

(i)  Food  preparing  premises  ... 

1 

(j)  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

11 

— 

(k)  Grocers  ...  

52 

3 

(1)  Market  Stalls  

4 

10 

(m)  Pannier  Market 

1 

— 

(n)  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

18 

1 

(o)  Street  Traders  

3 

— 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16 — 

(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages  ... 

10 

— 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  only  (pre-packed) 

70 

2 

(c)  Fish  Frying  ... 

• • • 

3 

— 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  form  any  food  guild  within  the  area. 

4.  Disposal  of  condemned  foods — 

(a)  Tinned  Food — by  incineration. 

(b)  Meat  — by  incineration. 

5.  No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Ice-Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  as  no  Ice-Cream  is  manu- 
factured in  this  district. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

Inspection  was  made  of  the  premises  at  Hook,  Chardstock, 
during  the  year.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
condition  at  all  times  and  the  disposal  of  waste  properly  controlled. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

Caravan  and  Camping. 

In  1963  there  were,  at  peak  of  season,  in  use  : — 

24  Residential  Caravans. 

332  Static  Holiday  Caravans. 

25  Mobile  Caravans. 

95  Organised  Tents. 

250  Casual  Tents. 

9 Motorised — e.g.  Dormobile. 

8 Holiday  Chalets. 

Routine  inspection  during  the  season  was  carried  out  at  the 
five  main  licensed  sites,  besides  the  fifteen  individual  sites  also 
licensed. 

Those  sites  issued  with  exemption  certificates  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960  were  10  in 
number.  They  were  not  extensively  used  last  year  but  it  is  strongly 
felt  that  although  no  nuisance  arose,  they  are  neither  ideal  nor 
adequate.  One  would  have  thought  it  wise  to  consult  the  Local 
Authority  more  fully  before  granting  exemptions. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  has  remained  satisfactory  but  the  collecting 
vehicles  are  becoming  aged  and  there  is  need  for  replacement 
consideration  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

During  the  bad  winter  weather  the  staff  worked  hard  and 
because  of  the  remoteness  of  many  premises  collecting  was  done 
in  sacks  which  were  taken  by  jeep  to  central  points  where  our 
lorries  could  operate. 

An  agreement  has  been  made  that  dumping  shall  cease  at 
Beer  Dump  and  plans  are  already  in  operation  to  prepare  and 
operate  a fresh  tip  at  Kilmington. 

The  problem  of  refuse  disposal  and  collection  in  a rural 
area  always  presents  difficulty,  especially  on  financial  grounds. 
Practical  thinking  and  experiment  is  needed  and  it  is  a pity  that 
there  is  no  Ministry  encouragement  to  develop  new  ideas. 
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The  Litter  Act,  1958. 

The  demand  for  litter  receptacles  increases  and  there  are 
approximately  200  scattered  throughout  the  length  of  the  district. 
Their  emptying  makes  a large  inroad  into  the  time  available  for 
household  refuse  collections.  The  majority  of  this  litter  is  brought 
into  the  district  and  I feel  that  the  cost  should  be  borne  nationally 
rather  than  by  the  local  rate. 

Rodent  Control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  part-time  Rodent  Operator  has  continued  to  survey  the 
whole  of  the  district.  During  the  year  the  following  premises  were 


inspected  under  the  above  Act : 

Local  Authority  ...  9 

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses)  ...  617 

All  other  (including  business  premises) 186 

Agricultural  ...  ...  ...  134 


Test  baiting  and  half  yearly  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  to  the  Council’s  sewerage  system  at  Axminster,  Ax- 
mouth,  Beer,  Colyton,  Colyford  and  Stockland,  and  services  were 
also  carried  out  to  the  Council’s  sewage  treatment  plants. 

The  Council’s  refuse  dumps  were  systematically  treated. 

Petroleum. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 

Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order,  1929. 

The  inspection  and  annual  licensing  of  all  statutory  installa- 
tions covering  66  storage  sites  for  petrol  and  3 for  petroleum 
mixtures  was  dealt  with. 

Explosives. 

During  the  year  the  administrative  work  and  inspections  in 
connection  with  the  Explosives  Acts,  1875  and  1923,  were  carried 

out. 

The  number  licensed  was — 

ta)  for  the  keeping  of  Mixed  Explosives  ...  19 

(b)  for  the  keeping  of  Cartridges  ...  ...  4 

(c)  for  the  keeping  of  Gunpowder  3 

Housing. 

At  last  the  Council  have  accomplished  the  complete  demoli- 
tion of  the  old  American  Hospital  Camp,  with  its  converted 
dwellings.  These  dwellings  have  played  an  important  part  in  the 
housing  programme  of  the  district,  in  so  far  that  they  have  provided 
temporary  accommodation,  especially  for  urgent  housing  problems. 
They  have  always  been  difficult  to  maintain  and  so  sub-standard 
as  to  be  eventually  declared  unfit  by  the  M.O.H.  The  site  has 
now  been  transformed  into  a very  large  housing  estate. 
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Arising  from  366  Official  searches  no  less  than  28  properties 
were  revealed  in  the  lower  categories.  Owners  availed  themselves 
of  the  information  regarding  the  defects  and  were  encouraged, 
sometimes  by  improvement  grant,  to  raise  the  condition  of  the 
cottages  into  a higher  category. 

During  the  year,  17  Discretionary  grants  were  approved,  in- 
volving a total  amount  of  £4,389  and  also  17  Standard  grants 
involving  a maximum  of  £2,370. 

The  total  number  of  grants  dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  up  to  the  year’s  end  was  393,  involving  a total  amount 
of  work  of  £76,1 12.  TTiis  excellent  work,  often  done  in  conjunction 
with  the  Housing  Survey  Report,  continues  to  raise  housing 
standards. 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

L.A.  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  M.O.H.  and 
demolished  18 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 4 

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  5 

3.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  formal  notice  — 

4.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  5 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

No.  on  No.  of  No.  of 
Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  5 are  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  9 4 — 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  67  21  — 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  4 4 — 

80  29  — 

L.  H.  White,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HONITON  BOROUGH 

Area  3,125  acres 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,640 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £165,982 

Penny  Rate  produces ...  £672 

General  Rate  levied  ...  ...  ...  10 /6d. 

Deaths 

1962 —  33  males,  37  females 70 

1963 —  37  males,  35  females 72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  15.5 

Comparability  factor ...  0.6 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ...  ...  9.3 

Live  Births 

1962 —  37  males,  30  females  ...  ...  67 

1 illegitimate  birth  was  registered  and  is  included 

in  the  above  total  of 67 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  14.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  1.5 

1963 —  43  males,  35  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of ...  78 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  16.8 

Comparability  factor ...  1.24 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  20.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  2.6 

Still  Births 

1962 —  0 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  67 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births Nil 

1963 —  2 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  80 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  ...  25 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1962 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 29.8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 12.8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  13.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

15 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1962 —  ^1  death  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  14.9 

Maternal  deaths  ...  Nil 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered 1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ’ ...  12.8 

Maternal  deaths  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1962 —  1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  14.9 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  14.9 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered 1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  12.8 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  38.4 


Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  ; — 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ...  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  disease 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  

All  other  accidents 


1962 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 
0 

16 

11 

11 

5 
1 
1 

3 
1 

0 

1 

8 

1 

4 


1963 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

13 

16 

7 

2 

0 

6 

6 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 


68 


72 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Housing 

Council  Housing. 

There  have  been  no  Council  Houses  under  construction  during 
the  year.  However,  instructions  have  been  given  by  the  Council 
to  produce  various  schemes  in  conjunction  with  the  Council’s 

Architects.  In  fact  seven  sites  are  under  consideration.  This 

includes  the  Northcote  Lane  site,  of  four  2 bedroom  houses  and 
12  garages,  where  tenders  have  been  received  and  are  with  the 
Ministry.  We  are  at  present  at  a stage  where  preliminary  work  is 
proceeding  on  several  sites.  The  picture  will  change  in  a few  years 

time  when  we  shall  be  dealing  with  sites  in  differing  stages  of 

preparation  and  it  is  hoped  completion. 

The  total  number  of  occupied  Council  Houses  is  as  follows  : — 

Permanent  Pre-war  Houses  137 

Permanent  Post-war  Houses  244 

Prefabricated  bungalows  ...  12 


393 

Houses  built  for  sale  ...  ...  32 

Nine  privately  built  houses  or  bungalows  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year,  many  as  a 
result  of  applications  for  Council  Houses.  Little  statutory  action 
has  been  necessary,  but  many  informal  letters  have  been  sent  and 
improved  conditions  secured.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council’s 
present  Housing  programme  will  enable  not  only  the  Housing 
Committee  to  reduce  its  “waiting  list”  but  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee to  take  some  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year  one  house  has  been  closed  (under  Section  16) 
and  demolition  orders  made  in  respect  of  two  houses. 

Improvement  Grants. 


The  policy  of  assisting  with  home  purchase  and  house  im- 
provement has  continued.  The  table  set  out  hereunder  illustrates 
this  : — 


No. 

No. 

No. 

\’alue 

Applications 

Approved  Refused 

Apj  roved 

Standard  Grant 

...  4 

4 

Nil 

£560  0 0 

Discretionary  Grant 

...  2 

2 

Nil 

£665  0 C 

Loan  on  repairs 
Mortgage  on  House 

1 

1 

Nil 

£250  0 0 

Purchase 

...  11 

9 

2 

£12,850  0 0 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 
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Public  Health — General. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  again  to  record  that  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  Borough  from  the  Public  Health  aspect  is  very  good. 
The  department  continues  a steady  and  constant  watch  over  Public 
Health  matters.  There  are  no  premises  being  used  as  Common 
Lodging  Houses. 

Water  Supply. 

The  East  Devon  Water  Board  are  the  Statutory  undertakers. 
During  the  year  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water  has  been 
satisfactory. 

Bathing  Facilities. 

Yet  again,  the  “learner”  pool  has  been  extensively  used 
during  the  summer  months.  My  previous  remarks  regarding  the 
purity  of  the  water  still  obtain.  The  department  has  continued 
to  ensure  regular  hand  chlorination.  It  seems  likely  that  the 
new  swimming  pool  project  will  become  a reality  in  either  the 
summer  of  1964  or  1965. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

It  is  disappointing  to  record  that  the  intended  modernisation 
and  enlargement  of  the  existing  works  did  not  take  place  during 
the  year  under  review.  However,  tenders  were  invited  and  it  is 
expected  that  work  will  commence  in  the  Spring  of  1964.  Un- 
satisfactory effluents  have  been  discharged  constantly  during  the 
year.  The  works  have  been  maintained  in  as  efficient  a manner 
as  their  condition  will  permit. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  two  sets  of  public  conveniences  in  the  Borough  have  been 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
record  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  them  in  use  for  several  weeks 
during  the  exceptionally  severe  weather.  A certain  amount  of 
lagging  and  protection  of  pipes  has  taken  place  but  should  similar 
conditions  be  experienced  again  this  work  would  not  be  adequate. 
In  fact  only  extensive  expenditure,  which  is  probably  not  justified, 
would  ensure  the  uninterrupted  availability  of  the  conveniences 
during  such  weather. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  method  of  collection  and  disposal  put  into  operation  last 
year  has  continued  and  is  proving  satisfactory.  The  cost  of  this 
service  has  increased  over  the  past  few  years.  This  is  mainly 
because  of — 

(i)  The  growth  of  the  Borough, 

(ii)  The  discontinuance  of  crude  tipping, 

(iii)  Improved  collection  with  the  new  type  vehicle. 

The  Council  continues  to  make  a charge  for  Trade  Refuse. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


No.  No.  of  No.  of 
Premises  Registered  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  ...  3 3 — 

Factories  not  included  in  the  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  40  24  — 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  — — — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  No.  of  cases 
defects  were  found  in  which  prose- 

Particulars  cutions  were 

Referred  instituted 
Found  Remedied  ToH.M.  ByH.M. 

(1)  (2) 

^ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  — 


TOTAL  6 5 


Inspector  Inspector 

(3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

4 — — — 


1 — — 


Section  133  and  134 — Outworkers. 


Nature  of  Section  133 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Section  134  Notices 

Prosecu- 

work No.  of  out- 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

No. of  served 

tions 

outworkers 

default  in 

tions  for 

instances 

in  August 

sending 

failure  to 

of  work 

list 

lists  to 

supply 

in 

required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 

the 

Council 

lists 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Wearing 

Apparel  1 

— 

— 



— 

Making  nets, 
other  than 

wire  — 

— 

— 



— 
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Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956. 

The  number  of  farms  in  the  Borough  remains  at  33. 

Six  inspections  have  been  made  and  in  all  cases  the  sanitary 
accommodation  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Petroleum. 

All  the  establishments  licensed  last  year  have  been  re-licensed. 
During  the  year  four  new  premises  were  licensed.  All  premises 
comply  with  the  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  during  the  year.  The  trained 
operator  carried  out  a reasonable  amount  of  survey  and  many 
premises  have  been  treated  and  cleared  on  a rechargeable  basis. 
All  Council  owned  properties  have  been  regularly  treated  and  a 
10%  test  bait  of  the  public  sewers  has  again  revealed  a very  light 
infestation.  In  one  Mill  in  the  Borough  a very  heavy  infestation 
occurred.  This  Mill  has  been  the  cause  of  constant  trouble  in  the 
past  and  a new  method  of  tackling  the  problem  has  been  devised, 
which  at  the  time  of  writing  would  appear  to  be  achieving  the 
required  results. 

Camping  and  Caravanning. 

There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough,  one  for 
58  residential  caravans  and  the  other  for  30  touring  caravans. 
The  operator  has  been  given  a period  to  bring  the  sites  up  to 
standard  and  I feel  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  Council 
must  fix  a completion  date.  I have  been  constantly  pressing  for 
the  fire-fighting  facilities,  as  recommended  by  the  Fire  Officer,  to 
be  fully  installed. 

Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  regular  routine  visits  of  the  various  types  of  Food 
premises  have  continued  during  the  12  months.  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  no  Statutory  action  has  been  necessary  and  indeed  in 
very  few  cases  has  informal  action  been  necessary.  This  is  a 
credit  to  the  retailers  in  the  Borough  and  whilst  in  one  or  two 
instances  standards  can  be  improved,  from  this  report  it  will  be 
obvious  to  members  of  the  Council  that  the  general  standard  of 
food  handling  is  good.  One  new  premises  was  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream,  bringing  the  total  to  26  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream,  two  premises  registered  for 
manufacture  by  the  cold  mix  method  and  seven  premises  registered 
for  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food. 

Two  cases  of  sale  of  unfit  food  were  investigated,  one  of 
which  resulted  in  a prosecution  which  was  successful.  I would 
hasten  to  add  that  this  was  a case  where  a retailer  outside  the 
Borough  was  responsible,  and  the  proceedings  were  taken  by  the 
Devon  County  Council. 
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jMeat  Inspection. 

In  the  field  of  Meat  Inspection,  October  1st  was  something  of 
a red  letter  day.  The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  being 
and  not  only  imposed  a duty  on  other  local  authorities  to  carry 
out  100%  meat  inspection  but  also  imposed  a standard  which  the 
inspecting  officer  is  obliged  to  adopt.  It  is  a credit  to  the  Borough 
that  we  were  in  fact  carrying  out  100%  meat  inspection  prior  to 
the  Regulations  but  this  was  not  being  carried  out  at  the  same 
standard  as  is  now  required  by  the  new  Regulations.  Each  car- 
case after  inspection  is,  if  the  inspecting  officer  decides  it  is  fit 
for  human  consumption,  stamped.  The  Council  have  decided  to 
impose  a charge  for  meat  inspection  services  equal  to  the  maximum 
permitted  by  the  Ministry,  i.e.  2/6d.  for  adult  bovines,  9d.  for 
pigs  and  calves  and  6d.  for  sheep.  Because  of  the  Regulations 
the  Council  have  been  obliged  to  increase  the  establishment  of  the 
department  by  one  qualified  inspector.  An  inspector  has  been 
appointed  and  he  is  to  take  up  his  duties  on  the  16th  January, 
1964. 


The  following  points  are  of  interest : — 

(i)  The  “kill”  figures  vary  from  last  year  as  follow  : — 
Cattle  increased  by  255. 

Calves  decreased  by  125. 

Sheep  and  Lambs  increased  by  4,680. 

Pigs  decreased  by  166. 

(ii)  The  number  of  whole  carcases  condemned  has  increased 
for  all  classes  of  animals  killed. 

(iii)  The  number  of  cases  where  parts  of  carcases  or  offal  have 
been  condemned  has  gone  down  in  cattle,  remained  the 
same  in  calves,  and  risen  in  pigs,  sheep  and  lambs.  This 
is  shown  in  the  percentage  found  to  be  affected  by  disease 
other  than  Cysticercosis  Bovis  or  Tuberculosis. 

(iv)  The  amount  of  tuoerculosis  found  in  carcases,  it  is 
pleasing  to  record,  continues  to  decrease.  In  the  case  of 
cattle  it  has  dropped  from  1%  to  0.25%  whilst  in  the 
case  of  pigs  it  has  dropped  from  1.7%  to  0.8%. 

(v)  The  amount  of  Cysticercosis  Bovis  found  has  increased. 

Last  year  there  were  only  four  carcases,  this  year  there 
were  22. 


Table  of  Kill  Figures,  Inspection  Figures  and  Unsound  Meat. 


Sheep 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

& Lambs 

3,400 

266 

10,208 

14,964 

3,400 

266 

10,208 

14,964 
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Cattle  killed 
Number  inspected 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

61 

13 

65 

116 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

161 

4 

386 

172 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  a 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

7% 

7% 

4% 

2% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

3 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

78 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

.25% 

.8% 

Cysticercosis  (localised) 

22 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  meat  and  offal  was  voluntarily  surrendered  from 


the  two  slaughterhouses : 

Meat 

Offal 

Cattle 

28,9511b. 

3,6431b. 

Calves  

5491b. 

1411b. 

Pigs  

6,2371b. 

3,1171b. 

Sheep  

4,9501b. 

9271b. 

Total  Meat:  18  tons  3 cwt.  2 stone  31b. 


Total  Offal : 3 tons  9 cwt.  7 stone  121b. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  were 
no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  in  the  Borough.  Shopkeepers  are  very 
anxious  to  let  the  department  know  of  any  food  they  consider  to  be 
unfit,  particularly  tinned  stuffs. 

A.  J.  C.  Nex,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Penny  Rate  produces  £570 

General  Rate  levied  ...  8/ 2d. 

/ Deaths 

1962 —  45  males,  39  females ...  ...  ...  84 

1963 —  37  males,  35  females 72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.6 

Comparability  factor  ...  0.9 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Live  Births 

1962 —  62  males,  45  females  ...  107 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of ...  107 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  15.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  1.9 

1963 —  50  males,  57  females  ...  ...  ...  107 

4 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of ...  107 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  15.2 

Comparability  factor  ...  ...  1.2 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  17.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  3.7 

StiU  Births 

1962 —  3 still  births  were  registered 3 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  110 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 27.3 

1963 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 9.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1962 —  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  37.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,(K)0  legitimate  live  births  38.1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  18.7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1962 — 4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  4 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  37.4 

Maternal  deaths  Nil 


1963 — 1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  9.3 

Maternal  deaths  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1962 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  18.7 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  Nil 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  9.3 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  18.5 


Deaths. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  ...  ...  

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

Motor  accidents  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  ...  


1962 

0 

3 

3 

2 

8 

0 

14 

15 
1 

10 

3 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 

12 

0 

4 
1 


1963 

1 

0 

0 

1 

9 

3 

11 

15 

3 
8 
1 
0 

5 

4 
2 
1 

6 
1 
1 
0 


80 


72 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supply. 

The  automatic  treatment  and  pumping  works  of  the  East 
Devon  Water  Board  at  Wilmington  Springs  was  officially  opened 
and  is  now  feeding  an  increasingly  large  area.  Water  from  this 
source  held  at  Ridge  Cross  has  been  boosted  to  the  Upottery  area 
and  the  old  Upottery  Springs  abandoned. 

A scheme  at  present  being  planned  will  extend  the  present 
Honiton — Monkton  main  through  Rawridge  to  the  Upottery 
village  mains  and  will  allow  the  present  village  source  to  be 
abandoned. 

The  Wilmington — Northleigh  4in.  main  was  extended  during 
the  year  to  Southleigh. 

Though  much  of  Yarcombe  is  already  satisfactorily  served, 
the  higher  end  of  the  village  is  still  supplied  from  the  Yarcombe 
Spring  which  has  proved  unreliable  in  quantity  and  quality.  It  is 
planned  to  stop  this  supply  during  1964  and  to  feed  the  present 
mains  from  Wilmington. 

Further  complaints  from  consumers  in  the  Branscombe — 
Weston  area  of  discolouration  of  their  mains  water  following  pro- 
longed heavy  rain  has  been  traced  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
source  at  Weston  under  these  conditions. 

It  is  planned  to  extend  a large  diameter  main  from  Sidford 
to  Branscombe  Cross  reservoir  to  overcome  this  difficulty  and  the 
Weston  Spring  will  be  held  on  a stand-by  basis  for  emergencies. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Sidford — Branscombe  extension  will 
eventually  form  part  of  a major  coastal  trunk  main. 

Water  Sampling. 

One  existing  source  was  sampled  and  found  to  be  fit  and 
following  an  initial  unfit  sample  two  fit  samples  were  taken  from 
a new  supply  at  Dunkeswell  which  was  then  approved. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Work  on  the  village  scheme  at  Talaton  was  commenced  in 
August  and  despite  setbacks  in  connection  with  the  auger  bored 
sewer  sleeve  under  the  railway  tracks  the  scheme  will  be  in 
operation  by  August,  1964. 

I have  prepared  a village  sewerage  scheme  for  Upottery  which 
vill  cost  £9,000  and  should  be  executed  in  1965. 

The  date  of  the  public  enquiry  for  the  Kerswell  and  Dulford 
schemes  previously  reported  has  not  yet  been  fixed  although  these 
schemes  have  been  lodged  with  the  Ministry  for  a considerable 
time. 

At  Payhembury,  two  open  gravity  connections  to  the  sewage 
pumping  main  have  been  the  source  of  considerable  difficulty  due 
to  the  loss  of  the  pressure  in  the  main  sufficient  to  clear  obstruc- 
tions beyond  these  connections.  It  is  proposed  to  install  4in.  non- 
return valves  at  these  junctions  to  overcome  the  difficulty. 
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Further  work  to  improve  the  dispersal  of  tank  liquor  under 
the  beach  at  Branscombe  was  carried  out  but  the  constantly 
shifting  shingle  and  the  varying  course  of  "the  stream  present  great 
difficulty  to  the  establishment  of  a permanent  irrigation  installation. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  resolved  to  extend  the  twice- 
monthly  collection  of  refuse  to  all  parishes  commencing  April, 
1964.  A refuse  collecting  tipping  trailer  is  to  be  purchased  to 
enable  the  deficiencies  following  the  Bank  Holidays,  etc.,  to  be 
made  good,  as  the  Council’s  regular  collecting  unit  will  be  fully 
extended  to  cope  with  the  increased  work.  This  trailer  will  be 
towed  by  the  Sewage  Disposal  Land  Rover  and  manned  by  the 
sewage  attendants. 

Factories  Act. 


No.  on 

No.  of  No.  of 

Premises 

Register  Inspections  Notices 

Authority  

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 

18 

7 — 

and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Factories  not  included  in  the  above  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

22 

12  — 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(Building  Sites,  etc.)  

36 

36  — 

Totals 

76 

55  — 

Slum  Clearance. 

No  formal  demolition  action  was  taken  during  the  year 
though  three  sub-standard  cottages  at  Hamlet,  Weston,  were 
demolished  as  part  of  a trunk  road  improvement  scheme. 

An  owner  was  released  from  his  formal  undertaking  not  to 
use  his  cottage  for  human  habitation  at  Summerlands,  Combe 
Raleigh,  as  a result  of  the  improvements  carried  out. 

Housing. 

Private  development  completed  4 houses  and  22  bungalows. 

During  the  year,  five  houses  were  completed  at  Sidmouth 
Junction  for  the  Council  and  seven  at  Branscombe.  Work  was 
commenced  on  the  pilot  scheme  of  two  old  people’s  bungalows 
at  Gittisham  and  a former  chapel  at  Broadhembury  was  converted 
to  an  Old  People’s  bungalow. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

Six  pre-war  Council  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid  of 
standard  grants  and  the  above-mentioned  chapel  conversion 
attracted  a discretionary  grant. 

Four  private  houses  were  improved  with  discretionary  grants 
totalling  £1,053  and  six  with  standard  grants  totalling  £655. 

These  figures  appear  to  represent  a temporary  lull  in  the 
scheme  as  during  the  year  eighteen  discretionary  grants  and  twenty 
standard  grants  were  approved. 

The  improvement  grant  scheme  has  provided  an  admirable 
service  for  housing  authorities  and  ratepayers  alike  but  I find  it 
difficult  to  understand  why  the  discretionary  grant  ceiling  should 
remain  at  £400  as  it  has  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1949 
in  view  of  the  demonstrable  rise  in  building  costs. 

Rodent  Control. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  part-time  rodent 
operator  and  all  reported  infestations  were  satisfactorily  dealt 
with. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Two  new  storage  installations  at  Yarcombe  and  Payhembury 
were  pressure  tested  and  licences  issued. 

Two  obsolete  petrol  tanks  at  Monkton  were  abandoned  and 
the  stringent  precautions  necessary  to  prevent  the  explosion  risk 
whilst  they  were  being  filled  were  carefully  observed. 

Public  Health — General. 

During  the  year  twenty-four  visits  to  seventeen  nuisances  were 
made  and  the  nuisances  were  abated.  They  included  overflowing 
septic  tanks,  farm  drainage,  housing  defects  and  gypsies. 

The  only  complaint  received  regarding  food  preparation 
premises  was  by  a visitor  complaining  that  she  was  served  with 
tinned  strawberries  when  she  expected  fresh  strawberries  in  Devon, 
but  in  spite  of  this  charge  the  standards  of  such  premises  in  this 
area  were  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

J.  D.  Hopgood,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  ...  10,008  acres 

Population  ...  ...  4,130 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £142,556 

Penny  Rate  produces  ...  £580 

General  Rate  levied  ...  ...  ...  9/6d. 

Deaths 

1962 —  30  males,  36  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

1963 —  32  males,  33  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  15.7 

Comparability  factor 0.8 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ...  ...  ...  12.6 

Live  Births 

1962 —  27  males,  29  females  ...  56 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  13.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  3.7 

1963 —  ^32  males,  27  females  ...  ...  ...  59 

4 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  ...  ...  ...  59 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  14.3 

Comparability  factor 1.2 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  17.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births.  6.8 

Still  Births 

1962 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  57 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  17.5 

1963 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  60 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  16.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  ^1  death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  16.9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births  18.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1962— 0  deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  Nil 
Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  16.9 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  Nil 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  17.5 

1963 —  1 death  was  registered  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  16.9 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  33.8 


Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  ...  

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

Motor  accidents  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  


1962 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

11 

7 

2 

7 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 


1963 

0 

3 

4 
1 

4 
9 

12 

3 

11 

0 

3 

2 

5 
0 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 


63 


65 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supply. 

Steady  progress  on  the  general  improvement  of  mains  water 
supply  has  been  made  during  the  year.  Increased  pressure  has 
been  given  to  properties  situated  on  the  higher  parts  of  the 
district  and  also  along  the  lengths  of  mains  relaid,  especially  in 
the  built  up  area  of  the  town. 

Extensions  and  renewals  of  water  mains  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  West  Hill  area.  The  policy  of  the  East  Devon  Water 
Board  of  laying  new  mains  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district  is 
now  showing  results,  since  the  area  of  supply  covers  the  various 
sites  of  development  now  taking  place. 

Several  private  wells  supplying  isolated  cottages  have  been 
abandoned  and  the  main  water  suppy  connected. 

The  severe  wintry  conditions  experienced  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year  taxed  the  resources  of  the  Water  Undertaking  to 
the  lim.it.  The  personnel  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  worked 
magnificently  to  maintain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  drinking  water 
supply  to  all  households.  Mains  and  distribution  pipes  were  frozen 
up,  in  some  cases  for  many  weeks,  and  the  carriage  of  water  by 
tanks  for  essential  purposes  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  many  instances. 

The  two  Council  House  Estates  situated  in  Taleford  and 
Patteson  Close  (12  and  10  houses  respectively)  were  severely 
affected  by  the  bad  weather  and  in  both  cases  the  pumping  plants 
and  electric  motors  were  damaged  by  the  severe  frost.  Emergency 
arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  the  tenants  of  the  houses  to 
obtain  water  from  one  house  on  each  estate,  efforts  being  made  to 
maintain  this  supply  by  preventing  the  freezing  up  of  the  rising 
main  and  water  in  the  storage  tanks. 

It  was  obvious  from  investigations  into  the  many  complaints 
received  from  householders  throughout  the  Urban  District  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  trouble  would  have  been  avoided  if  the  distribu- 
tion, supply  and  connecting  pipes  had  been  laid  deeper  in  the 
ground. 

Approximate  number  of  dwellings  : — 

Supplied  by  mains  water  ...  1,344 

Estimated  population  ...  3,506 

Supplied  by  private  wells  or  springs  ...  ...  258 

Estimated  population  634 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  main  supply  of 
the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  which  were  reported  as  being  Class 
1 in  quality,  and  therefore  satisfactory,  as  also  the  report  on  one 
sample  taken  from  a private  well. 
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Sewage  Disposal. 

Town  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  very  severe  winter  conditions  no  doubt  affected  the 
proper  functioning  of  the  Town  Sewage  Disposal  works  and  the 
effluent  was  reported  as  below  standard  to  a minor  degree. 
Remedial  measures  were  taken  and  the  effluent  was  subsequently 
reported  as  satisfactory. 

Extension  to  Sewer  for  Town  Area. 

All  extensions  to  the  sewers  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  Town 
Area  including  diverter  tank  and  pumping  station  were  completed 
and  put  into  working  operation.  Apart  from  a few  minor  teething 
troubles  the  new  sewerage  system  is  operating  satisfactorily.  The 
nuisances  caused  by  the  obsolete  and  overloaded  settling  tanks  and 
the  overflow  of  untreated  sewage  effluent  at  Butts  Hill  have  now 
been  abated. 

During  1963,  following  further  representation,  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers  were  requested  to  expedite  the  report  of  the 
contemplated  sewerage  scheme  for  the  West  Hill  area  of  the  Urban 
District.  The  development  of  West  Hill  as  a residential  area 
proceeds  steadily  and  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  that 
a sewerage  scheme  for  the  area  is  an  urgent  necesssity. 

Further  Outline  Planning  Permission  for  residential  develop- 
ment has  been  granted  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and  to 
accommodate  the  sewerage  disposal  for  all  the  prospective  dwell- 
ings by  communal  and/or  separate  septic  tank  sytem  will,  sooner 
or  later  cause  a serious  nuisance  and  will  force  the  issue  regarding 
the  provision  of  a public  sewerage  system;  otherwise  building  will, 
without  doubt,  have  to  be  curtailed. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

As  with  other  public  services,  the  inclement  weather  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  interrupted  the  regular  schedule  of 
household  refuse  collection.  On  the  whole  residents  throughout 
the  district  adapted  themselves  to  the  extreme  conditions  and  were 
reasonable  in  their  requests  for  the  removal  of  refuse.  In  one  or 
two  instances  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  any  refuse  collection 
for  several  weeks  due  to  the  isolated  position  of  the  premises 
concerned  and  snow-blocked  roads. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  by  partially  controlled  tipping  has 
continued  at  the  refuse  tip,  situated  in  Chinway  Road.  The 
reclamation  of  this  ground  at  the  old  clay  pits  is  now  taking 
shape;  some  time  in  the  future  this  reclaimed  land  could  perhaps 
be  utilised  for  playing  fields  and  other  recreational  facilities. 
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Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops — Factories  Act,  1961. 


No.  on 

No.  of  No.  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections  Notices 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

12 

18  — 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ...  

19 

65  — 

Other  premises  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority — 
building  sites,  etc 

20 

40  — 

51 

123  — 

Defects  found  and  remedied  ; — ^ 

By  informal  action  : 

Want  of  cleanliness ...  4 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  ...  1 

Unsuitable  and/or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  3 

Total  8 

Houring. 

Number  of  new* dwellings  erected  ; — 

By  Local  Authority  — 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  38 

38 

In  two  instances  two  small  cottages  were  converted  into  single 
dwellings  and  two  new  flats  were  constructed  creating  two  extra 
living  units. 

Two  cottages  were  demolished  and  the  occupants  rehoused 
in  single  unit  council  houses. 

Eight  dwellings  were  improved  by  Standard  Grants  and  the 
amount  of  grant  paid  was  £978. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Five  cottages.  Nos.  30 — 38  Sandhill  Street,  comprising  Slum 
Clearance  Area  No.  6,  have  been  demolished.  The  site  has  been 
cleared  and  planning  permission  has  been  granted  for  one  private 
dwelling. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  con- 
firmed a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  land  which  includes  five 
cottages  to  be  demolished  in  Slum  Clearance  Area  No.  4.  This 
area  of  land,  situate  in  Yonder  Street,  is  to  be  used  for  a small 
housing  estate  which  will  include  single  unit  dwellings  for  old 
people. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  part-time  Rodent  Operator  employed  on  the  outdoor 
staff  of  the  Council,  carried  out  the  usual  surveys  of  the  district. 
This  Local  Authority  service  is  now  accepted  by  the  general  public 
as  an  essential  and  worthwhile  duty  and  no  diffidence  or  prejudice 
is  now  apparent  in  reporting  infestations.  This  helps  in  no  small 
measure  the  adequate  control  of  the  rat  population  and  also 
reduces  the  risk  of  new  major  infestations  being  created. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Meat  Inspection  : 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  539 

35 

1,344 

969 

Number  inspected  ...  513 

34 

1,300 

930 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — ■ 2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  46 

269 

59 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis  8.96% 

20.69% 

6.34% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  — 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  — 

0.32% 

Cysticercosis  ...  ...  — 

— 

_ 

- 

Condemnations. 

Beef  including  Offal 
Mutton  and  Lamb  ... 

Pork  

Veal  ...  

Tinned  Meat  ...  

Miscellaneous  (tinned  fruit,  etc.)  ... 


Total  1,41  U 


lbs.  Weight 
486 
438 
433 


25i 

29 
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Slaughterhouses. 

No  notable  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  standard  of  hygiene  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory,  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  premises  are  in  each  case  situate  in  closely  built  up 
areas.  Animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  at  the  three 
private  slaughterhouses  continued  to  be  of  a high  standard;  the 
care  of  the  animals  awaiting  slaughter  in  the  lairages  was 
satisfactory. 

Food  Preparing  Establishments. 

Only  slight  modifications  were  efiected  in  the  food  preparing 
establishments  in  the  district  and,  generally,  the  standard  of  clean- 
liness in  the  premises  concerned  was  satisfactory.  This  also  applies 
to  the  personnel  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food. 

Staff. 

Due  to  staff  changes  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  to  recommend  to  the  Council  that  an 
additional  qualified  Public  Health  Inspector  was  an  urgent  neces- 
sity and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  required  appointment  is 
to  be  made  forthwith. 

C.  W.  Glover,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  1,178  acres 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,540 

Rateable  Value £185,250 

Penny  Rate  produces  ...  £754  9 11 

General  Rate  levied  ...  ...  ...  10/ lid. 

Deaths 

1962— 31  males,  45  females  ...  ...  76 

1963 —  32  males,  44  females  ...  ...  ...  76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  21.5 

Comparability  factor  ...  ...  ...  0.5 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  10.3 

Live  Births 

1962 —  17  males,  16  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

0 illegitimate  births  were  registered 0 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  19  males,  13  females 32 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered 2 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.0 

Comparability  factor  ...  ...  ...  1.43 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  12.9 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  6.2 

Still  Births 

1962 —  0 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births Nil 

1963 —  0 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  32 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

1963 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

35 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths  

1963 —  0 deaths  were  registered 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths  ...  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  

1963 —  0 deaths  were  registered  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 1962 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  11 

Diabetes  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  ...  16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  1 

Other  heart  disease 7 

Other  circulatory  disease 4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bronchitis  1 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  ...  ...  3 

Other  accidents  5 

Suicide  ...  ...  1 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Routine  Inspection. 

As  in  former  years,  routine  inspections  are  made  in  regard 
to  all  Public  Health  matters  and  in  particular  to  caravan  sites, 
houses,  petroleum  stations,  insanitary  premises,  drainage  of  new 
houses,  food  shops  and  hotel.  I regret  that  through  pressure  of 
work  it  has  not  been  possible  to  keep  detailed  records  of  inspections 
made. 

Housing. 

No  Council  owned  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  but  at 
the  close  of  the  year  a scheme  was  being  prepared  for  building 
26  flatlets,  and  4 two  bedroomed  flats  on  the  Harepath  Road 
estate.  45  privately  owned  houses  were  built  and  finished.  It 
should  be  noted  that  2 were  omitted  from  the  count  in  1962  making 
a total  of  47  for  1963. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Three  standard  grants  were  agreed  to  and  the  work  executed. 
There  were  no  discretionary  grants. 

Water  Supply. 

As  in  former  years,  the  analyst’s  report  shows  the  quality  to 
be  excellent.  The  water  is  non-plumbo-solvent,  and  is  devoid  of 
corrosive  activity  on  iron  after  treatment  at  the  works.  There  was 
one  complaint  from  a consumer  and  a sample  was  taken  from  the 
house  in  question  but  the  analyst’s  report  was  satisfactory.  The 
installation  of  new  low  level  pumps  of  increased  capacity,  and  of 
conversion  sets  for  electrical  power  to  all  pumps  is  now  complete. 
Additionally  a larger  high  level  pumping  set  was  on  order  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Discharge  of  raw  sewage  continues  to  be  into  the  sea  at  the 
Eastern  end  settled  sewage  at  Seaton  Hole.  The  small  sewage 
works  at  the  Northern  end  of  the  town  receiving  sewage  from  the 
Elizabeth  Road,  Scalwell  Lane  area.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no 
further  progress  had  been  made  with  the  comprehensive  scheme 
for  discharging  sewage  effluent  into  the  River  Axe,  but  in  May, 
1964,  a deputation  from  the  Council  attended  at  the  offices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  press  the  urgency 
of  this  scheme.  The  Conference  was  also  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Devon  River  Board. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

As  from  the  1st  of  October,  1963,  refuse  has  been  taken  to 
the  Sidmouth  controlled  tip  on  Honiton  Common.  A Paxit  22 
cu.  yd.  collector  was  borrowed  from  Sidmouth  U.D.C.  for  this 
purpose — a haul  of  miles.  Because  of  this  long  haul  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  order  a 50  cu.  yd.  Pakematic  Freighter 
which  was  expected  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  which  did  not 
arrive  until  February,  1964. 
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Food  Shops  and  Cafes. 

Inspections  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  see  that  food 
hygiene  regulations  are  observed.  The  standard  of  hygiene  is 
generally  very  good. 

Rodent  Control. 

There  are  no  major  infestations  and  minor  infestations  are 
effectively  dealt  with  by  a very  reliable  Rodent  Operator.  Tlie 
half  yearly  treatment  of  rats  in  sewers  continues. 

Public  Health — Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  milk,  meat  pies  and 
bread.  Prompt  action  was  taken  in  these  cases.  Th  quantity  of 
unsound  tinned  food  surrendered  appears  to  be  on  the  increase. 

Factories  Act. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Sanitary  Nuisances. 

There  were  a few  complaints  of  nuisances  by  flies,  and  of 
sanitary  nuisances  about  dwellings.  These  matters  were  dealt 
with  informally  and  no  notices  were  served. 

A complaint  was,  however,  received  regarding  inadequate 
farm  drainage  and  in  this  case  a statutory  notice  was  served.  The 
nuisance  complained  of  was  remedied  by  the  removal  from  the 
site  of  the  milking  bail  to  another  site  where  drainage  was 
possible. 

General. 

My  duties  are  those  of  a Surveyor  and  Pubic  Health  Inspector, 
and  many  of  my  activities  as  a Public  Health  Officer  are  merged 
with  those  as  a Surveyor.  A considerable  amount  of  building  work 
is  in  progress  in  the  town,  as  also  various  development  works  to 
meet  the  growing  needs  of  this  seaside  town.  Much  of  my  public 
health  work  is  therefore  done  verbally  along  with  my  other  duties 
so  as  to  reduce  paperwork  to  a minimum. 

P.  R.  Bradley,  A.R.S.H.,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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